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your Government would not have been pleased had this unwise
young man of bad repute been shown any favour which might
have brought him again to the forefront/

The Court at Paris had not yet abandoned hopes of marrying
the Crown Prince of Bavaria to one of the Princesses of Orleans.
A Wiirttemberg lady, of the House of Orleans, was prepared to
promote the matter in Munich. But all in vain. 'Never/ the
King declared to Prince Wrede, 'will I give my consent to it/
The King would have much preferred to see his son marry one of
the daughters of Czar Nicholas. The Czar was prepared to give
him his lovely daughter Olga, but the Crown Prince felt he had
been slighted on a previous occasion and was no longer anxious for
this marriage, although it would have been a brilliant match.
He had taken a dislike to Russia and its autocratic Royal House.
Olga might be as beautiful as the day, but Maximilian preferred to
seek and choose for himself. His father reflected: 'In any case I
am always at war with my son, and he has even taken a different
line in politics. If I interfere in his marriage, he will do exactly the
opposite to what I desire. I will rather await events/

Summer had again come to the land, and Ludwig was at
Briickenau with Tann. There he was able to rest from all the
festivities at which he was obliged to chat to hundreds of people
without really saying anything. Dreadful to have to say about a
hundred times an hour: 'How do you do? What do you think of
the weather?' It was wearing to the nerves. But to speak of
anything worth while in public is dangerous for a King. 'My
Carnival ... is Bad Brtickenau, but without the Queen; deeply
as I love my wife, I need the quiet bourgeois life with my Tann.
He is cheerful just as is his affectionate Ludwig/1 The fact that
the King at this time found greater pleasure in Bad Briickenau
than in his visits to Italy 2 was perhaps not unconnected with
Ghita's latest news that Mariannina was still a beautiful woman but
had lost much of her former loveliness.3

The Czar and Czarina, during a short visit to Munich, let it be
known that the Grand Duchesses Marie and Olga were visiting
Berlin in September and that the Crown Prince would then be
expected there. Maximilian went, but the meeting between him
and Olga was cool. Ludwig advised his wife, who was in favour
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